Chapter 6{l) Rational Expressions
6.3a Adding & Subtracting Rational Expressions

Adding Rational Expressions

We add or subtract rational expressions together the same way we add or subtract fractions
together.
- LCM (lowest common denominator) is the highest power of each prime factor.
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Ex. Simplify. State the non-permissible values for the variable.
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1} Never expand the denominator (keep factored) —_——
2) The numerator must be expanded so that like terms can be combined
3) Always check to see if the numerator can be factored in an effort to simplify the

rational expression.

Assienment: Adding/5ubtracting Worksheet




